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in prison, and gave them her last farewell, 
with such affectionate and pious exhortation, as 
drew tears from the eyes of all present. She 
also sent to the court the following petition, 
which presents a vivid picture of her case, and 
of the unhallowed times on which she had 
fallen. 
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no. 50, NORTH FOURTH STREET, UPSTAIRS, «To the honourable Judge and Bench, now 
PHILADELPHIA, sitting in Salem, and the Rev. Ministers ; 
ee “¢ This petition humbly showeth :— 
All communications, except those relating immedi-| « « That, whereas, your poor petitioner, be- 
tely to the financial concerns of the paper, should be | i, condemned to die, doth humbly beg of you 
ddressed to the Editor. 5 F aes a ne 
to take into your judicious and pious consider- 
_———————————— = Jation, that your poor and humble petitioner, 
For “The Friend.” | knowing my own innocency, (blessed be the 
Grahame’s Colonial History. Lord for it !) and seeing plainly the subtlety 
(Coniinued from page 66.) and wiles of my accusers towards myself, can- 
a eo ing the same way to death with me, if the Lord 
Poor Proctor being disposed of, the inexora- | step not mightily in. 
ble tribunal proceeded with its work. “««T was confined a whole month, on accu- 
“On the 9th and 17th of September, the | sation of witchcraft, and then cleared by the| 
witch commissioners sat, and sentenced to death | afflicted persons, as some of your honours | 
fifteen more; and on the 22d of the same| know; and, in two days time, I was cried out | 
oth, eight of these, viz., Martha Corey, | upon by them again, and have since been con- 
lary Easty of Topsfield, Alice Parker and | fined, and am now condemned to die. The} 
Ann Pudater of Salem, Margaret Scott of Row-| Lord above knows my innocence, and it will | 
Jey, Mary Parker and Samuel Wardwell of| be known at the great day, by men and angels. | 
ndover, and William Reed of Marblehead,| ‘*TI petition to your honours, not for my 
were hung. own life, for | know I must die, and my ap-| 
“The Rev. Mr. Noyes, turning to the eight | pointed time is sct. I question not but your | 
bodies hanging on the tree, said aloud to the| honours do, to the utmost of your powers, in| 
by-standers ; * How sad it is to see those eight|the discovery and detecting of witches, and | 
fire-brands of hell hanging there.’ would not, for the world, be guilty of innocent | 
‘Wardwell was one of those who had con-| blood ; but, by my own innocency, [ know you | 
fessed himself guilty of witchcraft, but after-|are in the wrong way. May the Lord, in 
wards denied his confession. When he was| mercy, direct you in this great work. 
ontrial, his former confession and the spectre} “*{ would humbly beg, that your honours | 
evidence of the afflicted, were given in against | would be pleased to examine some of those | 
him, and this was all the evidence. confessing witches ; | being confident that there 
“Calef, says, that at his execution, whilst | are some of them who have belied themselves | 
addressing the people and protesting his inno- | and others, as will appear, if not in this world, | 
cence, the hangman smoked tobacco, and the} { am sure it will, in the world to come, whither 
smoke, blowing in his face, interrupted his dis-|I am going. 
course; but the accusers said, that it was the} “##*’They say that myself and others. have 
devil who smoked him. a league with the devil. We cannot 
“Mary Easty, hung on this occasion, was|confess. ‘The Lord knows they belie me, as, 
the sister of Rebecca Nurse, and no doubt her| [ question not, they do others. The Lord 
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* George Jacobs, of Salem, was tried this 
term. He was nearly eighty years of age; 
and by what malice he was selected as a vic- 
tim, does not now appear. Afler he was im- 
prisoned, they cried out against his son, his 
son’s wife, and daughter. The son left all, 
end fled for his life out of the charter limits ; 
the wife, who was at times deranged, the mar- 
shal decoyed to prison, under a promise that 
she should soon return, leaving a family of 
weeping little ones to the charity of neigh- 
bours. 

‘“* Margaret, the daughter, was also arrested, 
and terrified into confession of witchcraft, and 
then used as a witness, to destroy her own 
grandfather and the Rev. George Burroughs, 
for which she was liberated. But, when she 


not but judge charitably of others, who are go- | found they were sentenced to death, she became 


conscience-smitten, and sent to Stoughton and 
his associates, a recantation, and was thereupon 
again committed to prison. There, on her 
knees, and with many tears, she begged par- 
don of those whom she had so deeply injured : 
they kindly strove to console her, prayed with 
her, and forgave her. 

“In the midst of surrounding violence and 
moral desolation, such virtue is refreshing. 
Her letter to the court, and her father, show 
an excellent understanding, and an exquisite 
conscience—the choicest of all blessings. 

* To the court she wrote thus :— 

*** May it please your honours,— 

***] was cried out upon by some of the pos- 
sessed persons, as afflicting them. Upon which 
| was brought to examination. Then those 
persons fell down at the sight of me. They 
told me that I did it,—though I could not tell 
how,—and that if I would not confess, I should 
be put down into the dungeon and would be 
hanged ; but if | would confess, | should have 
my life. The which did so affright me,—with 
my own vile, wicked heart, to save my life,— 
that | made the confession | did; which, they 
say, I swore to; but | was ignorant of it, not 
knowing what an oath did mean. 

‘*** But, may it please the honoured court, 
my confession is wholly false. What I said 
against my grandfather and Mr. Burroughs 





connection with that ill-fated woman, who was | alone, who is the searcher of all hearts, knows, | 
herself a victim to sisterly love, was the cause |as | shall answer at his judgment seat, that I 


of her persecution and death, ‘The three sis- | know not the least thing of witchcraft. There- | 
lets were noted for their mutual love. Her’s| fore I cannot, I durst not, belie my own soul. | 


was altogether untrue. I did it to save my 
life. But the Lord, in whom I trust, charging 
it to my conscience, made me in so much hor- 
ror, that I could not contain myself, until I had 


was a hard case, and excited public commise-| ‘| beg your honours not to deny this, my | denied my confession; though in doing so, I 
ration. It was hoped, that her spotless cha-| humble petition, from a poor, dying, innocent|saw nothing but death before me—choosing 
racter and example would prove too strong, on | person, and | question not, but the Lord will | rather to die with a quiet conscience, than live 


her trial, for the fictions and fits of the afflicted | give a blessing to your endeavours. 

and their partizans. But they einployed a jury Mary Easty.’ 

of eight women and a doctor, to search her| “This touching and modest declaration, 

body for the devil’s mark, and an excrescence | Mary Easty sealed with her blood. Of the 

vas found, which turned the case against her. | other persons hung, on the 22d of September, 
“Shortly before her execution, she called | 1692, few particulars have come down to us, 

her husband, children, and friends about her, | either in history, or by tradition. 





in such horror. 

“* Upon denying my confession, I was com- 
mitted to prison; where | enjoy more felicity 
|in spirit—a thousand times—than I did in my 
| enlargement. 

* ¢ And now I leave it to your honour’s pious 
discretion, to take pity on my tender years 
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and to do with me as the Lord above, and your 





but the Lord, to plead my cause 
Marcaret Jacops. 
Neither Margaret Jacobs, her grandfather, 
nor Dr. Burroughs were relatives of Increase 
Mather’s—* the most pious minister and popu- 
lar citizen of Massachusetts,” says Grahame ; 
“ President of Cambridge college,—a position 
then of greater civil and church power than 
any other in the land,” says Cushing; and no 
strong suspicion was yet generated in his pious 
mind that there was any thing wrong in these 
barbarous proceedings. Margaret Jacobs peti- 
tioned the deaf adder. Her grandfather and| (popular and powerful though they were,) into 
Dr. Burroughs, convicted in conformity to her|the common abyss? These merciless men are 
testimony, were hung in opposition to her con- | repeatedly applauded, by Grahame, as the most 
fession. pious and orthodox Christians of their day. By 
“A few days after their execution, she wrote! what perversion of reasoning can one reach 
thus to her father, who was then out of the|the conclusion, that the perpetrators of such 
jurisdiction, in Rhode Island or New York. outrages were imbued with the doctrine of the 

««« From my dungeon in Salem prison. | meek and merciful Jesus? 
Aug. 20tb, 1692. “If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine.” 
(To be continued.) 
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were cast upon charity, for even the preserva- 
tion of life.” 

Such are some of the details, reproduced by 
Cushing, of these memorable transactions. Yet 
the eyes of Dr. Mather and his coadjutors were 
not opened. Would they ever have come open, 
had not the wild torrent threatened to rise be- 
yond their control, and sweep their own fami- 
lies, and, perhaps, still worse, themselves too, 


“ ¢ Honoured father : 

*“¢ After my humble duty remembered to 
you, hoping in your good health, as, blessed 
be God, I enjoy, though in affliction—being 
closely confined here in a loathsome dungeon ; 
the Lord look down in mercy upon me, not 
knowing how soon I shall be put to death, by 
means of the afflicted persons ; my grandfather 
having already suffered, and all his estate 
seized for the king. 


—_————— 


MARRIAGE. 


A TREATISE CONCERNING MARRIAGE. 


By Moses West. 
(Coucluded from page 67.) 


If it be objected, that the people of England 
generally own the true God, and profess faith 
««* The reason of my imprisonment again, is|in Jesus Christ; so that, although they differ 
this ; | having, through the threatenings of the | among themselves, about the manner of wor- 
magistrates, and my own vile and wretched| shipping God, yet why may they not marry 
heart, confessed several things, contrary to my | promiscuously, one sort with the other, seeing 
conscience and knowledge, and to the wound-| they all profess Christianity, and are therefore 
ing of my soul, (the Lord pardon me for it ;)| accounted and called Christians, both by them- 
but oh! the terrors of a wounded conscience | selves and other nations, and being of a sober 
who can bear! But blessed be the Lord, he| conversation, cannot properly be called unbe- 
would not let me go on in my sins, and in mer- | lievers ! 
ey to my soul, [ hope, would not suffer me to| Ans. I am not about to heathenise any, but 
keep it any longer: I was forced to confess the | am willing to own and embrace that which is 
truth of all, before the magistrates, who would | good in all. And though | might oppose the 
not believe me; and they have put me here, | objection with a short answer, in its own 
and God knows how soon I shall be put to death. | terms, “ That such should not intermarry, be- 
*** Dear father, let me beg your prayers to| cause they differ ;” since the nature of mar- 
the Lord on my behalf, and send us a joyful| riage bespeaks an agreement, not difference ; 
and happy meeting in heaven. My mother,|an harmonious unity, not a jarring discord ; 
{then in prison with Margaret,] poor woman, | yet, for the sake of serious inquirers, | am 
is very crazy at times, and remembers her kind| willing to enlarge a little upon this part. I al- 
love to you. low there is a difference, in some degree, be- 
**«So leaving you to the protection of the|tween outward Israel and the nations then, 
Lord, I rest your dutiful daughter, and spiritual Israel and other people now, that 
Marcarer Jacoss.’ | are not of the same society and communion ; 
“This young woman was the first who had| for then the distinction was only of Jew and 
the courage to deny her confession, under the| Gentile, believer and unbeliever : but now (as 
frowns of the court and magistrates,” Her|the objection hath it) all that part which is 
called Christendom professeth faith in one God 
and in Christ Jesus, though very differently ; 
and some, no doubt, in all professions called 
Christian, are of a sober moral conversation. 
But if general profession were a sufficient qua- 
lification for joining such in marriage without 
exception, then papists, and other unsound 
worshippers, bearing the Christian name, must 
not be excluded or refused, if of a sober con- 
versation ; which allowance would not a little 
uphold the apostate church, called in the Reve- 
lation, ‘ Mystery-Babylon,’ &c; (chap. xvii. 
5 ;) and tend to keep God’s people there, con- 











life was saved by a fit of sickness. 

“The time set for her trial, was the 17th of 
September, and being then sick in prison, she 
passed by the last session of Stoughton’s bloody 
witch court. On the 3d of January, 1693, her 
case came before the Superior Court,—then 
newly organized by the General Court,—where 
she was tried and found not guilty, by the jury. 
Had she been brought before Stoughton, in 
September, she would have been lost. 

“So ill understood was the filial piety of 
Margaret Jacobs, that it excited no compassion 
in the rulers, towards her afflicted house. 


“In seizing the estates of her grandfather, | trary to the express command of God; (Jer, 
honours shall see good; having now no friend, | after his condemnation, in the name of the | li. 6 ;) and of the voice from heaven, which 
king and queen,—but for the charter rulers,— | said, “ Come out of her my people, that ye be 
the marshal took all the household provisions ; | not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
so that [his widow] like her little grandchildren, | not of her plagues,” (Rev. xviii. 4.) 
















































For hath 
she not long made, and doth she not still 
make, a large profession of faith in God and 
Christ, after her manner ?* 

When the apostle exhorted the believers of 
old, “ not to be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers,” (2 Cor. vi. 14,) may we suppose 
he intended to restrain the prohibition only to 
those absulute and notorious unbelievers, who 
were Pagans or Heathens? Or did it extend 
to all that did not believe in the manifestation of 
Christ outwardly in the flesh? ‘The Jews did 
believe in God; and that Christ, the Son of God, 
should come ; but they did not believe in him 
as he was then come, and manifested in the 
flesh among them. Might the Christian be. 
lievers, notwithstanding that, have mingled in 
marriages with the unbelieving Jews, because 
of their general belief in God, and in Christ to 
come, though they rejected him in his then 
present appearance? Would that have been 
an equal yoking? If one that believes, not 
only the outward appearance of Christ, with 
respect to his having come in the flesh ; but 
his inward appearance also, with respect to his 
having come in the Spirit, by his divine Light 
and Grace, to rule in the hearts of his people, 
and thereby to direct and enable them, as they 
attend thereunto, how to perform divine wor. 
ship and service to God, should marry one 
that denies and opposes that inward and spiri- 
tual coming and appearance of Christ in the 
heart, and sticks only to his belief of his out 
ward coming, and appearance in the flesh at 
Jerusalem :—Would such a couple be equally 
yoked ? 

If two persons of different judgments about 
matters of faith and religious exercises (as go- 
ing to places of public worship, preaching, 
praying, thanksgiving, &c.,) should incline to 
marry each other, presuming in their fond al: 
fections, that notwithstanding that disagree- 
ment, they may live comfortably together, they 
may find too late, that they were greatly mis- 
taken. For although, if it were only a disagree- 
ment in their tempers, or natural dispositions, 
which concerned only their outward conversa- 
tion one towards the other, or the management 
of their temporal affairs, it might be hoped 
they might live tolerably together ; yet, where 
the difference is of so high a nature, as cot- 
cerns the peace of conscience, and safety of 
the soul, on either side, that cannot be recon- 
ciled, without the conversion of one of them, 
which is out of man’s power, of himself, to el- 
fect. Wherefore, although such may promis? 
to themselves unity in such contrariety ; yet 
by the time their folly had corrected them, 
they will find cause to be of another miné. 



























[*Would a conscientious Methodist believe it right 
to marry a confirmed Socinian ?—or a devoted Episco- 
palian to unite himself for life with a decided Baptist 
Or would a pious Dissenter, of any denomination, feel 
easy to enter the solemn covenant with a member 
the Church of England, or Rome—one devoutly 
wedded to the forms and ceremonies practised by these 
Establishments? Or rather, before taking such ® 
important step, would he not pause, and consider the 
apostolic injunction, “ Be ye not unequally yoked !”) 
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And if their love to God and religion be not|is the Trurm itself, (Luke xiv. 27,) and in body with his tail. His forelegs are only 
quite overcome by those passions which en-| many other places of Holy Scripture, in which) about half the length of his hind legs. He is 
gaged them into that unwarrantable undertak-| it is necessary we should be very conversant, generally of the same colour as the English 
ing they will feel, after marriage, their spirits | “* Whosoever” saith Christ, “‘ doth not bear his| hare, and his flesh greatly resembles in taste 
more plainly and warmly conflicting one with | cross, and come after me, cannot be my disci-|and appearance that of the hare. The tail, 
ich another, and striving to bring each other into| ple.” And we read, (1 John iv. 10,) that he|which sometimes weighs twenty pounds, is 
be conformity unto that way of worship, which he|is not only “the propitiation for our sins ;”|considered the best part of him. It makes ex- 





er, 


ve 





or she is in. And then, whichsoever of them 





but also, that he hath left us an example, that|cellent soup—indeed, equal to any ox-tail soup 








ath prevails, the other must lose peace of sanunaiel sal should follow His steps,” (1 Pet. ii. 21,)/I ever tasted. His movements in his native 
= ence, (the greatest of losses,) unless such com-| who said, “ Learn of me, for I am meek, and|wilds are extremely graceful. Seldom rapid, 
nd pliance spring from a true and unfeigned con-| low in heart ; and ye shall find rest unto your|until he sees you aud your dogs in full chase 
. yiction, that the worship so conformed to, is| souls.” (Matt. xi. 29.) lafter him—then he hits out in right earnest, 

= the right; which is more than may reasonably| And now, my Friends, I would come near | hops, skips, bounds, and if you have not fleet 
uth be expected by any, who are guilty of tempt-|to you by way of inquiry. Have you, indeed, | dogs before you, and a fleet horse under you, 
” ing the Lord with such mixed marriages. been convinced of the Truth, and made sensi-|he is soon out of sight. In some parts of the 
‘= When two of disagreeing persuasions in re-| ble of the cross that attends the profession of| colony they are seen in droves, but [ never 
‘ho ligious exercises join in marriage, no man can/it? And have you been faithful to those con-|saw more than five or six of them together. I 
ad reasonably think that their affection to each |vietions and followed the Lord in the way of|have often seen them quietly feeding among 
= other is grounded on or governed by Religion ;| regeneration? Or have ye not? This is an|my cattle, with which they seemed to live on 
lid and if not, that it must be by some worldly | important point, the consequence of which may | peaceable terms. 
of, end: and to cloak such a marriage with aj turn the scale to either hand ; therefore, | say, | When hard pressed, they turn about, put 
ro pretence of hope, to convert each other to what} let it be duly considered: for to be found/their backs to a tree, and for a time success- 
he each believeth is right, is in plain English, no| persevering in the way of Truth; which we} fully fight the dogs, which they often rip up 
be. better than “ sinning, that grace may abound ; | make profession of and in all the parts andjand disable for life. They have been known 
10 doing evil, that good may come of it.” branches of it, will be of a double advantage} not only to drown dogs, but also to take a man 
- I readily grant that the Lord hath many,|to us. It will not only preserve from adding] in their arms, carry him towards a lagoon or 
to that in a sense may be said to belong to him, | sin to sin, (which, if not timely prevented, will| deep pond, and there attempt to drown him as 
= who are not as yet professed members of the| lead such into spiritual adultery, a departing|they commonly drown a dog, viz. by pressing 
a visible church, nor known unto it. This|from God, and withdrawing from him their|his head under water. A friend of mine, a 
net our Saviour plainly intimated, when, in his} love and subjection; which, more or less, pre-|James Aitken, settler on the Clarence river, 
ith discourse to the Jews, pointing at the conver- | cedes such mixed anti-scriptural marriages ;)| has lately received in a battle with a kangaroo 
= sion of the Gentiles, he said, ‘ Other sheep [/ but it will also bring us to understand the dif-|a mark which he will necessarily carry with 
is have, which are not of this fold; them also I| ference, which hath always been between the|him to the grave. He was in chase after a 
sh must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and | two Seeds; and that will tend greatly to pre-| kangaroo which at last his dogs caught, when 
le, there shall be one fold and one shepherd,” | serve us from apostatising. And then, in what|my friend inconsiderately dismounted from his 
ey (John x. 16.) But until those other sheep are|the consequence is of persevering well-doing|horse for the purpose of assisting his dogs, 
™ gathered, and brought by the great Shepherd| unto the end, ye will be truly sensible of, to| The kangaroo now left them and attacked J. 
- into the fold, although they are known to the| your everlasting joy and comfort; according} Aitken, whose lip he completely tore. The 
-” Lord, yet are they not so known to his people|as it is promised, (Rev. iii. 21,) “To him|kangaroo is naturally timid, and is easily 
he as to be capable of being admitted into church-| that overcometh will [ grant to sit with me on|tamed. “He lives entirely on grass; and the 
ute communion, or fellowship, with them ; much| my throne, even as I also overcame, and am|female has only two young ones at a time, 
. less into that marriage union with them, of| set down with my Father in his throne,” where| which she carries in a pouch or bag under her 
ly which we have been treating. The truly con-|all fears and temptations will be done away|belly. When hard pressed in the chase she 

scientious will always find themselves obliged, | forever. But the consequence of disobedience| drops them one by one ; you can then be cer- 
- for the sake of religion and duty to God, to do} will not be so; but will havea contrary event:|tain that she is nearly beat. The skin is re- 
a nothing that may hinder their perseverance| which I pray God we all may be delivered|markably tough, and is converted into stock 
By and progression therein: which disagreement | from, before it be too late. whips, and sometimes used as a substitute for 
" about religion will naturally do, more or less,| How greatly doth it concern every one, to/a blanket in travelling through the bush. With 
» according to the proportion of the differ-|attend daily and diligently on the Almighty,| half a dozen of these skins sewed together, a 
» ence. in the gift of his grace; and to hearken to|man could comfortably sleep out all night on 
9 Wherefore, though our case be not the] and obey his teachings thereby! For “Goda bleak snowy mountain.—M‘Kenzie’s Ten 
- same, as Israel’s of old was, in every degree ;| who at sundry times, and in divers manners,| Years in Australia. 
a yet, if it be so in degree, and have the same} spake in time past unto the fathers, by the 
ns, tendency in measure, (which that it has, is un-| prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto} Honey Dew.—A correspondent of the Liver- 
” deniable,) then it brings our times under the| unto us by the Son,” (Heb. i. 1, 2.) And that | pool Mercury says, that the saccharine matter 
- force of the prohibition. in divers manners also; as immediately by his|on certain leaves, which goes by this name, is 
a But all whose minds are set upon things be- | Spirit, instrumentally by his ministers, as also| not a spontaneous exudation from the leaves 
™ low, whether pleasures or profits, more than|in the Holy Scriptures, and by his many pro-|themselves, but the deposite of a small insect, 
- upon their Saviour Jesus Christ who died for| vidences. And “if” as the apostle argueth, | which feeding on the under side of a leaf, lets 
se them, “are not worthy of him,” (Matt. x. 37.)|(Heb. xii. 25,) “ they escaped not, who refused | this substance fall on the upper surface of the 
- And such, whatever they may profess, do most | him that spake on earth, much more shall not|one below. Many people have, no doubt, ob- 
rs frequently miss of the heavenly blessing, which} we escape, if we turn away from Him that} served on beech, currant, nut trees, &c., some- 
; God reserves for his obedient people, notwith-| speaketh from heaven.” thing like raw cotton; a microscope will shew 
= standing they may partake largely of temporal onenetpeanies this to be a collection of the insects which 
a mercies and blessings, in common with others. cause the “ honey-fall.” They are well worth 
7 For God, who is the Fountain of goodness The Kangaroo. watching, and we might especially direct no- 
id. - : : . ; . : ; 5° : S ' 

causeth his “* Sun to shine on the evil, andon| The kangaroo is an extraordinary animal. tice to the peculiar and beautiful eyes they pos- 
“ht the good, and sendeth rain on the just, and on| There are several kinds of them, and they are | sess. 
oe the unjust.” (Matt. v. 45.) But to be a dis-|of various sizes. ‘The kangaroo forester is} [See the last volume of “ The Friend” page 
“ ciple of Christ, and heir of the heavenly king- | about five feet high, and when pursued by dogs| 108, for some remarks on Honey Dew, in the 
ce 





dom, is a great and glorious privilege. The 
way to this happiness is set forth, by him who 


it leaps or bounds from fifteen to twenty paces. | Notes on Natural History.] 
The animal goes on his hind legs, steering his 
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is the standard of Quakerism.” 





There is then a paragraph having no con- 
nexion with the subject, and he thus concludes : | 


“Of the other letters upon the subject we have not 


‘ much to say. We agree with ‘Castor’ and ‘J. P.,’ 
We copy from the London “ Friend” of the | that there is something invidious in the task of mod- 


present month the correspondence, drawn forth | ernizing standard writings ; and we can adopt the lan- 
by that paper’s late editorial on Barclay’s Apo- | guage of another of our readers, who after finding 
logy. It was to be anticipated that the propo- |some fault with our proposition for the same reasons | 


: jas they have, says, ‘Surely, He who alone effectually | 
sal to revise the Apology would alarm those | dispenses light, knows the wants and requirements of 


who were not prepared for the measure, and | each generation, and will provide new and fresh man- 
we are glad to find that so many have express- | "a for every age. His arm is not shortened, and if his 
ed their disapproval of it. ‘The scheme is not people look to him, they will have immediate and liv- 


: . . ing instruction, and I trust, also, through living in- 
it seems, without its advocates, and the London struments in a natural sense. The writings of the 


editor is by no means disposed to yield the | dead tend much to our comfort, but it is by faith in | 
ground he has taken. Our readers will, we | present and immediate power that we live.’ ” 

think, be struck, as we were, with several pas-| ‘The editor says he holds “ that the Bible and 
sages in this correspondence, _The third para-| the Bible alone is the standard of Quakerism.” | 
graph of the letter signed L. is worthy of no-/ Now, do not all Christians refer to the Scrip- 
tice. Does the writer mean that “ the subjects | tures as authority for their tenets? Do they 
of discord and disunion” which have produced | not all regard them as the standard by which 
“the lamentable state of things in America,”| their doctrines are to be tried? And is it not | 


i . - 39? Te: y : : : 
have yet ae be introduced amongst” Friends | equally obvious that there are points on which 
in England? Is he not aware that they origi-| they do not construe the Holy Scriptures alike, 


nated in the latter country ? , {and that it is this difference of construction | 
The incidental mention of Edward Ash’s| which divides the Christian world into various 


book, which it has been said was suppressed religious denominations? The standard of 
years ago,—reminds us that it is advertised in | faith in any of these, is, then, that understand- 
a London bookseller’s list of Friends’ books on | ing of Holy Scripture in which, as a body, they 
sale, during the present year. are agreed. When they speak of their pecu- 

The editor thus comments on the correspon- liar belief they do not refer persons to the Holy 











dence which he publishes :— Scriptures, but to their articles of faith demon- 
strable as they believe from Scripture. Every 
religious society has such articles of belief and 
faith, and must from the very nature of the 
case, refer inquirers to the standard writings | 
of its founders or its approved members, for 


“ Our readers will find in this number several letters 
respecting the proposed revision of Barclay’s Apology, 
on the first of which we think it due to offer some 
friendly observations. 

“Our correspondent speaks of the surprise and sor- 
row which our objections to the re-issue of the work in 
its original form have occasioned to himself and other 
Friends. If we could have spured those Friends and 
ourselves the pain of disturbing their minds upon so 
difficult a subject, we should gladly have avoided the 
task ; but if on the other hand our objections should be 
found to be valid, we think the uneasiness they might It is the first duty of every member to examine 
possibly occasion, was not a sufficient reason for our 


‘tone and to satisfy himself as to this point. If the 
61 ec. 


: exposition and statement of its doctrines, 
“ We agree with our correspondent that the present | "@#Sonings and the evidence do not satisfy his 


and for the proofs that they are consonant, as 
all Christian societies claim them to be, with | 
Scripture. 


is a very critical period with the Society ; and far from | OWO mind—or if he rejects the convictions of 
having any disposition to create a division amongst | truth— the wide world is before him where to 
us, or to loosen the bonds of Christian brotherhood choose ; but he has no moral right whilst claim- 
which yet bind us together, we have ever sought to ing to be a member, to overlook or to depreci- 
avert by every means in our power, so terrible an 5 . : 
event. But the suppression of an honest opinion, when | 4te the acknowledged standards of its faith, or 
the occasion requires its avowal, is the way not to pro-| to attempt to unsettle its established doctrines, 
mote unity, but rather to sow the seeds of future dis-/ under the plea that the Bible is Ais standard. 
omnan." To the Bible all Christians refer for the proof 
of their doctrines, and it is ever appealed to, in 
controversies between members of different 
religious persuasions. But in discussions be- 
tween members of the same society, this is not 
an open question, for it has already been settled 
as they believe according to scripture ;—and it 
will be found that this cry of appealing to the 
Bible,—that is, to the construction they put upon 
the text,—and not to the standard writers of a 
society, has always been the cry of those who 
sought to change and to modify the primitive 
doctrines. 
The correspondence alluded to is as follows : 


After some criticism on an essay published 
in number fifty-one of the last volume of this 
paper, which we may notice at another time, 
he thus continues : 


“We are sensible how deep is the subject which 
here treated of, and we hope we shall ever be preserv- 
ed from narrowing the fulness of the Gospel promises ; 
but, at the same time, we believe, that in assigning to 
the sayings and writings of our worthy predecessors a 
high place in our regard and admiration, as well as in 
judging one of another at the present day, we must be 
content to make allowance for human infirmity, and 
for that progressive development of the truth which, 
as we learn from Scripture and experience, is the com- 
mon lot of the Christian believer. We do not mean 
to imply that our correspondent is of the same mind 
as the writer in the Philadelphia Friend ; but when he 
says, that any attempt to alter and remodel the Apo- 
logy would be to alter the standard of Quakerism, and, 
indeed, to abandon it, we cannot unite with him, be- 
cause, although we admit that it is our peculiar views 
of Christian truth which form our outward bond of 


PROPOSED REVISION OF BARCLAY’S APOLOGY. 
(To the Editor of The Friend.) 

The account of the Friends in Norway, with which 

the last number commences, is very interesting, like- 

wise the circumstance that they desire to have a re- 


print of Barclay’s Apology in the Danish language ; I 





(union, we yet hold that the Bible, and the Bible alone, | expected to hear that their liberal offer to contribute 








out of their small means one-third of the cost of a new 
edition, would at once have been met on the part of the 
Meeting for Sufferings, by the immediate grant of the 
remaining fifty pounds. I am sorry it was not so, 


Thy editorial remarks on Robert Barclay’s celebra. 


ted work have created much regret, and many in com. 
mon with myself, feel both sorrow and surprise that 
any Friend in the present day should make such as. 
sertions, as that R Barclay, in the Apology, has been 
led to “ pursue some doctrines too far, and to exceed 
the safe limits of scriptural forms of expression ;” that 
he has been guilty of “running into an extreme in de. 
fence of truths which were denied by his opponents ;” 
that in using scripture passages, he has “ laid upon 
some of them a weight of meaning which they are 
unable to bear.” ‘These are grave and serions charges; 
Ihave not seen Barclay’s Apology so disparagingly 
spoken of in any modern writings, excepting in those 
of Edward Ash, and by some of those who adopted the 
views of the author of the Beacon. 

What the writer of the sentiments I have quoted 
proposes by putting them forth now, I am at a loss to 
understand: if he wishes to create a division in our 
Society, I know of no method more likely than to im. 
pugn its standard writings. Surely, if we look at the 
lamentable state of things in America, this is not the 
time to introduce amongst us in this country such 
subjects of discord and disunion ; rather let us seck to 
cherish and to live close to the principles we profess, 
and which R. Barclay has so forcibly and so well ex. 
plained and upheld, endeavouring individually to pre. 
serve and increase that unity, or measure of unity, 
with which, notwithstanding all our weaknesses, we 
are still favoured. 

I come now to the hope expressed in thy remarks, 
that “ before the Apology is again published, some re. 
examination of itmay take place.” I can agree in 
the opinion, that the scholastic and syllogistic form in 
which it is written, notwithstanding its very clear and 
logical arguments, may have tended to diminish its 
usefulness, and have caused it to be less read than it 
otherwise would have been, especially of later time; 
but it still remains to be what it has ever been, a stand. 
ard of our principles and doctrines, and as such is 
often referred to by the Yearly Meeting itself in im. 
portant documents. Any attempt, therefore, to alter 
and remodel the Apology of Robert Barclay would be 
to alter that standard, and, indeed, to abandon it, for 
to it we could then no longer appeal. 

There may be a disposition in some to disparage 
and undervalue the writings of R. Barclay and others 
of our early Friends; but I hope and believe that the 
greater portion of Friends do still greatly esteem them, 
and I trust that any attempt to change those prin- 
ciples 

“which shine in Barclay’s unrefuted page” 


would be met by a very general rejection. 

The Apology has sometimes been called the sheet- 
anchor of our principles, and if we depart from them, 
we shall indeed be lamentably adrift and blown about 
by every wind of doctrine. The Apology has often 
been commended by writers of other denominations 
for its excellency as a clear and argumentative work. 
The following extract of this character is taken froin 
a recent work, entitled A Retrospect of Religious Life 
in England, by I. I. Taylor :— 

“Of all the forms of Puritanism, that exhibited by 
the Quakers had arisen under circumstances least cal- 
culated to command the respect of ordinary theologi- 
ans; and in truth, its first outbreak was accompanied 
by such wild and extravagant fanaticism, that it is not 
surprising those who were accustomed to see Christi- 
anity only through the medium of settled ordinances 
and an elaberate system of metaphysical doctrine, 
should have looked upon it with unmingled contempt 
and abhorrence. But in its apparent renunciation of 
all law and reason, it went back to the primitive foun- 
tains of religious conviction, and involved elements of 
the deepest spiritual truth, fitted to attract minds of a 
pure and elevated order. Its extreme simplicity really 
adapted it to very high mental refinement. Some 
men of this stamp embraced its tenets in the latter half 
of the seventeenth century. The sanguine and bene- 
volent Penn, trained in University learning, with the 
most alluring prospects of worldly advancement before 
him, preferred poverty and expulsion from his father's 
house, to renouncing that life of Christian simplicity, 
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which his conscience told him was that life of heaven 
and of God; and in the learned and accomplished Bar- 
clay, Quakerism found an advocate whose calm and 
luminous exposition of its doctrines is in beautifil con- 
trast with the scholastic subtlety and dogmatism | 
which too generally mark confessions of faith. Bar- 
clay had compassed a wide circle of religious belief, | 
and sounded various depths of spiritual experience ; 
# * the style and execution of the Apology are, in 
one sense, at variance with its conclusions. In lan- 
guage exquisitely pure and graceful, discovering a po- 
lished and highly cultivated mind, he condemns the va- 
nities of human rhetoric, and pleads for asimple reliance 
on the impulse of the Spirit ; he employs the treasures 
of learning to demonstrate its own worthlessness ; and | 
confutes the scholastic divinity in the syllogistic me- 


THE FRIEND. 











owned in his labours in composing it, that they seem} Again, whatever care might be exercised, and how- 
to carry irresistible conviction with them, as a whole ; | ever sincere the desire might be to neither shade nor 
and we know how useful it has been, in clearing up| weaken one truth, it may be greatly doubted whether 
our principles, the principles of the gospel, to many | the work could be accomplished without something of 
minds. Let us have it as it is, or circulate some other | this kind occurring; that this would be deemed to have 
book rather than alter it, Bates’s Doctrines for instance. | been the case by subsequent readers is almost certain. 
Excuse these remarks from one, who feels some | Revision by any person or body is a difficult task, and 
hesitation in writing on such a subject, but whose in- | becomes more so in proportion to the importance of 
terest in Quakerism, would not allow him to be wholly | the work under notice, neither can it be deemed to be 
silent. jin any way lightened, when the publication is one of 
A Constant Reaper. | times past. LEarnestly as I desire a more general and 

an effectual revision of all publications now coming 
forth from the pens of our members, (as such) I great- 
(To the Editor of The Friend.) |ly doubt the propriety of taking a retrospective view, 

Dear Friend,—Observing in The Friend for this | applying rae arte to the pp scenery be —— 
month a “ proposed revision of Barclay’s Apology,” I|¥°F* which has already received a general Society 


Tenth month 15th. 





circulation, and am satisfied, that whatever might be 


thod.” 'am desirous to have this, my disapprobation thereof 


I trust to thy candour to give a place in thy next 
number to this friendly remonstrance, and am thy 
assured friend, 


Tenth month 16th. L. 





(To the Editor of The Friend.) 


The reading the sentiments of the editor of The 
Friend, respecting the revising Barclay’s Apology, 
makes way for the expression of a sentiment that has 
rested with weight on the mind of the writer for many 
years, without finding further relief than occasionally 
stating it to a friend. 

The writer is of the opinion that few will be found 
more in favour of the work than he is himself, yet it 
has appeared to him likely to be a benefit to the Socie- 
ty, to have the work revised by the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings, with an appointment of a few Friends from each 
Quarterly Meeting, and leaving the way open for any 
member of the Society to attend ; this might be brought 
about by a proposition going up to the Yearly Meeting 
from any Quarterly Meeting, that felt the weight and 
responsibility of the subject. 

- ~ ; J.G, 





(To the Editor of The Friend.) 


Dear Friend,—I have read in The Friend of last 
month the editorial remarks on Barclay’s Apology, in 
which a revision, and, to some extent, an alteration of 
the work is recommended. 

I should be very sorry to hear that such a design 
was likely to be accomplished, for the general reason | 
that I dislike all alterations and abridgments, because | 
it is improper that the works of one man should be 
mutilated according to the mind of another; because 
I love the individuality of a book as well as of a man; 
and besides, there seems to me something peculiarly 
improper in attempting this on such a work as Bar- | 
clay’s Apology, one touching doctrines and opinions. | 
I should grieve to see the embodiment of the Quaker- | 
ism of the seventeenth century moulded to that of the | 
nineteenth ; and although it is far from me to wish | 
that our religious faith should be staked on that of our 
ancestors, yet I should be sorry to see go forth to the | 
world such a proof as this of the fickleness of our opi- | 
nions. Think how great an injury such a proceeding 
may do, as a precedent. 

No, Ict Barclay’s Apology stand in its individuality, | 
its idiosyncrasy, with all its faults and all its beauties. | 


If it be ill-suited, by its scholastic form to the appre- | 
hension of the vulgar, I conceive it is so by its whole | 


scope; but it has not been unappreciated by men of 
learning. I hope and trust that no violence will be 
done to the works of a man, whose opinions, he being 


dead, should be held inviolate, and that the Foxes, the | 
Penns, and the Barclays of old, will not be made to | 


speak in the words of the modern generation of Qua- 
kers. Castor. 





(To the Editor of The Friend.) 

Dear Friend,—I believe it will give me most satis- 
faction, if I may make a few observations on the edi- 
torial article of thy last No., in reference to Barclay’s 
Apology. 

For one, I should be exceedingly sorry to see such 
important alterations made in it, as are there alluded 
to. As regards its syllogisms, &c., we know it was 
written in the usual mode of that day, or at least, in a 
manner not uncommon, and I do not think its value 
would be increased by their withdrawal—far otherwise, 
As to his arguments, he appears to me to have been so 


recorded in the next number, believing that it would 
not improve the work, nor tend to build us up on “ our | 


most holy faith,” as promulgated by our early prede- | 


cessors in the ‘Truth. 

I am not prepared to unite in the sentiment, “ that 
the scholastic form of the work, may have been one 
means of leading the author to pursue some doctrines 

| too far, and to exceed the safe limits of scriptural forms 
of expression,” but [ am much concerned at such re- 
marks arising amongst ourselves, as if “our greatest 
enemies” might be “ those of our own houses.” The 
Apology having stood unrefuted for nearly two centu- 
ries, the attacks of all its adversaries ; I therefore, dis- 
sent from the “hope that before the Apology is again 
published, some re-examination of it may take place.’ 
If we are to have another edition let us have it genu- 
ine ; and hoping that my plainness on this important 
subject may not give offence, 

I am thy well-wishing friend, 

ABRANAM FisHER. 
Youghal, 15th of Tenth month, 1246. 





(To the Editor of The Friend.) 

Dear Friend,—Highly appreciating the Christian 
| spirit and caution in which ‘The Friend has been con- 
| ducted, and accustomed to unite in a large proportion 
of the sentiments which, as Editor, thou hast promul- 
gated, it is an ungrateful task to have to question the 
propriety and eligibility of a few remarks in the last 
number, hinting at some revision, more or less, of the 
invaluable Apology of R. Barclay. 

The standard excellence of this work has now been 
acknowledged by the common consent of our religious 
Society everywhere, for nearly two centuries; and 
neither in this land nor elsewhere is the great body of 
Friends prepared for revision, much less for change. 
The style is, doubtless, scholastic, it savours of the 
country, the age, and the circumstances under which 
it was written, but this is no more than may be pre- 
mised of many standard works, both connected and 
unconnected with our religious Society. Of how much 


| should we deprive ourselves, did we reject the labours 


of the good and great of past times, because of the an- 
tiquated style in which their wisdom and experience 
is clothed. Neither am I willing to admit that its 
style has materially prevented the usefulness of the 
volume under notice ; it has been remarked, and, I be- 
lieve truly, that no work has led so many into a clear 
understanding of our Christian testimonies, and, 
through the divine blessing, so many into that sincere 
| reception of our views of Christian faith and practice, 
| unassailable authority upon any writings but those of 
| the Holy Scriptures; and I admit that, in former and 
more recent times, individuals have ventured to touch 
the page of Barclay; of the benefit of what has been 
so done, I entertain the strongest doubt, neither does 
such an admission make anything, in my view, in 
favour of a general revision being now undertaken, 
It cannot, I think, be deemed entirely just to such an 
author of such a work, to proceed, two hundred years 


i 
| 


after its publication, to alter the language, change the | 


style, or leave out what, in the office of corrector, may 
be deemed questionable passages; in short, this is a 
case in which the author should be allowed to speak 
for himself to the end of time; he has given us his 
views, he has supported them by arguments, and all in 
his own language, and we shall do best to leave things 
as they are. 


| which has resulted in their becoming members of our | 


We have never, as a Society, placed the stamp of} 


the feeling upon other writings, our Yearly Meeting 
will never sanction, or any of its subordinate meetings 
propose to begin with Barclay’s Apology. 

Well aware of thy attachment to the Truth, and 
|that thou wouldest not that its fabric should suffer 
| from thy remarks, I believe thou wilt kindly accept 
| these hasty observations, 

From thy sincere friend, 
Jd. P. 

Darlington, Tenth month 21st, 1846. 





| 

| A Friend living in the northern part of the 
city, and having more room than he wishes to 
occupy, would be willing to receive into his 
family, a few Friends as boarders. Inquire at 
the office of * The Friend.” 


BOARDING AND DAY-SCHOOL, 


Hannah Ann & Deborah Whitall, have 
removed their Boarding and Day-school for 
Girls, to No. 238 North Fourth street, second 
\door above Noble, where the pupils are care- 
|fully instructed in the usual branches of an 
|English education. Strict attention is paid 
to their morals and literary advancement. No 
allowance made for absence. Terms, from $4 
to $10 per quarter of 12 weeks, until Ninth 
/month next, when the year will be divided into 
two terms of 5 months each. For boarding 
and tuition, $40 per quarter, in advance. 
|Drawing and French each $5 per quarter 
| extra. 
| Eleventh month 2st. 


ee 


WEST-TOWN SCHOOL. 


The Committee to Superintend the Board- 
|ing-school at West-town, will meet in Philadel- 
| phia, on Sixth-day, the 11th of next month, at 
| 3 o'clock, p. M. 

The Committee on Instruction meet on the 
|same day at 10 o’clock, a. m. And the Visit- 
ing Committee attend at the school on Seventh- 
day, the 5th of the month. 

Tuomas Kimper, Clerk. 
Philad., Eleventh mo. 28th, 1846. 


| 





A TEACHER WANTED. 


A Friend residing near this city, wishes to 
| engage a female teacher in his family ; for fur- 
| ther particulars, inquire at No. 156 S. Fourth 
| street. 

—_ 
Marniep, at Friends’ meeting at West Bradford, on 


| Fifth-day the 15th of Tenth month, 1846, Prarson 
Empree to Hannan Water, both of Chester county. 


, in New York, on the 11th inst., at Friends’ 
mecting-house in Orchard street, Bensamon Burrem of 
Worcester, to Exten Kine, daughter of the late John 
and Mary King of New York. 
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78 THE FRIEND. 


For“ The Friend.” 
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
IN 
PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW JERSEY. 
From 1764 to 1782. 
(Continued from page 70.) 


| because of the continuation of theatrical enter- | this humble and earnest request of a number of 
lainments, encouraged by the Governor, and | them, of the several different denominations of 
those in authority. A large committee was/ the Christian religion, who are united on this 
appointed “ to consider and fulfill such methods | occasion to express our hearty desire that every 
on behalf of this meeting, as they may judge | lawful method may be taken to suppress a de- 
may tend most effectually to prevent the con- | sign so repugnant to our Christian profession, 
tinuance of this evil amongst us.” This com-| and that all ranks of people may be incited to 


mittee on serious consideration prepared an | promote the practice of piety and virtue.’ 
That warm friend of suffering humanity, | address to Governor Penn, and one to the mem-| The “ remonstrance” to the ‘ assembly,” 


Anthony Benezet, had been for some time col-| bers of the legislature, which they had circu- | was similar in argument, and urged that body 
lecting materials for a work against slavery, | lated as well among the religious of other | to use every lawful measure to suppress these 
which was now ready for publication. It was | denominations as among Friet nds, and which | /ensnaring entertainments. 
entitled * A caution and warning to Great Bri- | obtained the signatures of very many of them. | 
tain and her colonies, in a short representation | That to Governor Penn was as follows :— were, as might have been expected, unavailing ; 
of the calamitous state of the enslaved Negroes | “The remonstrance of the freemen of the| yet although anticipating this result, the Socie- 
in the British dominions. Collected from vati- | city and county of Philadelphia hereunto sub-| ty of F riends could not feel itself clear of the 
ous authors, and submitted to the serious con- | scribing blood of those who might be seduced from the 
sideration of all, more especially those in| Respectfully showeth, Cas of virtue by such demoralizing shows, 
power.” The manuscript of this work he sub-| ‘That with much concern and regret we | without protesting against them. 

mitted to the consideration of the Meeting for| have observed the design to establish stage- | At the Yearly Meeting in the Ninth month, 
Sufferings in Philadelphia, during the summer | | playing by erecting a theatre in the suburbs of| 1767, the following epistle from London Year. 
of | 766, which body approved it, and directed | this city; and being apprehensive that the con- | 
2000 copies to be printed at the expense of the | | sequences thereof, if not averted, will be ex- 


These eflorts to 
| urrest the introduction of theatrical exhibitions, 





ily Meeting was received : — 





Yearly Meeting. 


the hardships et endured by slaves on the plan-| interests of the people, 
tations, but treats on the enormities of the| 


*“ Dear Friends, we cannot but at this, as 


‘The work not only exposes | tremely pernicious to the civil and religious | well as at many other times, look most affec- 


| tionately towards you, our brethren, descend. 


** We beg leave to offer to the governor’s| ants, many of you, from the same stock after 


slave-trade, and the cruelties practised in ob- | | consideration some general observations on the | the flesh, as well as in the same holy lineage. 


taining the negroes in Africa, and in bringing | occasion. 

them over the sea. Anthony particularly, de- | “In an infant colony established on the prin- 
sired that this work should be printed and dis. | |ciples of industry, frugality, and temperance, 
tributed in England, but perhaps he was not | every attempt to divert and alienate the minds 
easy that the “Yearly Meeting there, whose| of the people from steadily following the good | 
members about Bristol were not supposed to be | examples of their predecessors, js “obviously 


clear of this iniquitous traffic, should be at the | 
expense. At his request the Meeting for Suf- | 
ferings forwarded several copies of the work to 
their brethren in London, with information that | 
if approved by them, and printed for distribu- 
tion, Friends in Philadelphia would bear the 
expense, After a delay of nearly two years, | 


|injurious. Commerce, and the various occu- 
pations dependent thereon, have with the Di- 
vine blessing been the principal support of this 


You are seated upon an eminence, and seen 
‘by multitudes. The gatherings of Friends in 
(other parts of America are small in comparison 
of yours; they of course look to you for en- 
couragement, and for example. 

“The signal marks of heavenly regard ma- 
nifested to your predecessors, the uprightness 
and wisdom of their conduct, under Divine 
direction, has caused the Truth they professed, 


city and province, in the pursuit of which, in| to be well spoken of, and opened the hearts of 
) P Pp po I 


a short series of time, they have signally in- 
creased and prospered. If a false taste of 


several to inquire after it in regions heretofore 
inaccessible. From a small beginning, you 





pleasure should unhappily prevail, and the 


are now become a great people, flourishing in 


this suggestion was complied with; an edition | attention of the youth be taken from those seve- | respect to numbers, and blessed in basket and 


ral employments by which they may become) in store ;—a vineyard planted with the choicest 
useful members of society, instead of contribu- | vine, and fenced about for preservation. 


of 1500 copies was printed in England, a copy 
was furnished to each member of parliament 
who could be found, and the whole cost amount- 
ing to £23 7s, 6d. sterling, was paid by the 
Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia. 

In the Eleventh month this year the Meeting 





for Sufferings of Philadelphia received a few | 


ting to the advancement of the public interest, 


“ Forget not, we entreat you, the rock from 


many will soon be indisposed to the regular,| whence you were hewn, nor the hole of the pit 


necessary and laudable exercise of their re- | whence you were digged. 


|spective domestic social duties, to the ruin e 
their families, and causing various disorders 


Let the multitude 
of mercies every way extended, be properly 


| considered, their language rightly understood, 


lines from their brethren in London, most of | and irregularities by the growing corruption of| and their obligation powerfully prevalent on 





which we give :— | manners which the entertainments of the stage 
“« No steps have of late been taken so far as | evidently tend to introduce. When we consi-| 
we know in respect to the change of govern-| der the greatest and most dangerous conse- 
ment in your province. We shall give due| quence,—their unfitting the mind for that atten- 
attention to any motions that may be made in| tion which is due to the practice and principles 
this business, and inform you thereof as early, | of the holy religion we profess, and their direct 
and as fully as we are able.” repugnance to the spirit, temper, and precepts 
‘If above all things we make the great work | of the Gospel,—it surely becomes us to manifest 
of religion our chief concern, every other cir-| our fervent desire to oppose this inlet to vice, 
cumstance will be so directed or permitted as| and a degeneracy from that conduct in which 
to conduce the most effectually to our real hap- | the people have obtained the favour of God, 
piness and security. Let us often reflect, that| and regard of good men. 
wisdom without bounds, and power without “The sense of many considerate pious inha- 
end, is graciously at work to promote the hap- | bitants of this city expressed in this manner on 
piness of mankind, and that if we honestly |a like occasion some years since, as we are 
labour to mind our proper business, and truly | informed, obtained the attention of the Govern- 
study to be quiet, we shall be found in a state | or who then presided here, and his promise to 
both safe and acceptable.” refuse any future applications for his license or 
The Quarterly Meeting of Philadelphia, at) permission to exhibit stage-plays in this pro- 
the time of its gathering in the Second month,| vince. We now fervently wish the mind of 
1767, was brought under much exercise and | our Governor may be impressed with that aw- 
solicitude for the youth of their own Society, | ful concern for the real interest and happiness 
and for the inhabitants of the city generally,|of the people, as to determine him to attend to 


your minds. ‘Let the examples of other fa- 
voured people excite to proper considerations, 
and proper conduct, that the Lord may bless 
and preserve you forever. 

*‘ But what can we say to those, who, slight- 
ing the cross that would preserve them,—deaf 
to the still small voice which would keep them 
from many evil and hurtful things, disobedient 
to parents, and the advice of those who are 
covered with tender love, wisdom and experi- 
ence,—who, trampling on the testimony of their 
ancestors, and impatient of all restraint, rush 
headlong into folly and vice! Let us watch 
incessantly to reclaim them, and pray to the 
Father of mercies for their recovery. 

“Brethren and faithful elders, we tenderly 
sympathize with you, and know the difficulties 
of your station. Men daily rising, who knew 
not Joseph, knew not the tribulation of your 
ancestors, strangers too much to the work of 
religion, not exercised in the way of Truth 
and salvation, laying stumbling-blocks in the 
way of the weak and inexperienced, and ob- 


oe 
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structing the progress of ‘truth end righteous- | 
ness. 

« Labour faithfully with those ; whatever be 
your success, your peace will be secure, and 
your crown glorious, Diligently watch to 
strengthen the bond of unity amongst your- 
selves, that you may be preserved as men of 
ve heart, in upright united labour for the cause 
of God. 

“Tender, precious youth, if you desire to 
stand in the lot of your truly honourable ances- 
tors, tread in their steps, keep humble, watch- 
ful, obedient; love the Truth, and those who 
live in it; abide in patience, and strength will 
be administered in due time to come up in the 
same dignity and usefulness; [and to] enjoy 
true peace and immortal honour, 

«* May the God of Love, the rich rewarder | 
of all who diligently seek, and fear him, cover 
your hearts with wisdom, make you as bright | 
and shining lights whilst here, and give you an 
inheritance amongst the blessed forever.” 

John Hunt, John Woolman, and William | 
Horne, prepared a very brief reply :— 

““May our minds, ‘dear Friends, be more | 
and more settled in a deep attention to the 
voice of our holy Shepherd, that being suffi- 
ciently redeemed from such cares in this life 
as are not really necessary, we may feel the! 
breathings of that spirit, which cries Abba Fa- 
ther; and in the liberty of the sons of God, | 
may labour faithfully in his vineyard, each as 
he in infinite wisdom is pleased to instruct us. | 


“The prospect of things at home appears | 
discouraging ; yet there are amongst us some 
who in reverent bowings of soul, are made sen- 


sible, that great is the work which the Lord is| 


carrying on in the earth: and though many | 
among our youth manifest but little regard to 
the true Christian self-denial, yet through 
the continuance of infinite goodness, a number 


|made between us and the negroes, by those in 
‘them as fellow-creatures, members of one fa- 


impression of His grace, who is the God of the 
| spirits of all flesh, and that we treat them with | 


being perfectly resigned to the Divine will, we | through the overshadowing of Divine favour, 
may become stedfast and immovable, always | instructive to the humble waiters ; and the tes- 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” timony of Truth, particularly against the un- 
The epistle to Friends in Maryland, express- | Just and unrighteous practice of slave-keeping, 
es fervent desire for their “ growth and estab-| greatly prevailed. Friends were fully caution- 
lishment in the truth,” and that they “ may be | ed against bequeathing by will, as slaves to 
strengthened more and more to follow after the | their posterity, the poor negroes, their fellow- 
things that make for peace, in an upright dis- | creatures ; it being an unlawiul act in the sight 
charge of a good conscience, and particularly | of the great and righteous Parent of all man- 
towards our oppressed fellow-creatures yet in| kind. ‘This meeting concluded with a degree 
bondage.” The epistle to Virginia acknow-|of awe and reverence, under the sweetening 
ledges that the epistle from Friends there had | influence of the Father’s love.” 
given satis/action, “because when any thing | The following minute was sent down from 
which is amiss in our conduct, becomes a bur. | |the Yearly Meeting to the subordinate meet- 
den, there is much more hope of a reformation, ings. “A weighty concern prevailing in the 
than when we are whole in our own eyes.| meeting for the prosperity of Truth, and the 
| May those amongst you who are mourning for | promotion of true zeal and vigilance amongst 
the wounds of the daughter of Zion, be encour- | Friends in our several Quarterly and Monthly 
aged singly to lean to the Lord who hath been | Meetings, it is earnestly and afiectionate ‘ly de- 
‘the never-failing helper of his people in all | sired, that Friends in their respective meetings, 
,ages, and [who] will undoubtedly help all who | and stations, would exert themselves by faith. 
| from a sense of their own weakness, do humbly | ful endeavours in the spirit of mee kness and 
jand reverently wait for his counsel to direct | wisdom, for the restoration of all those who in 
them in their passing along through the many | any part of their conduct, deviate from the 
\difficulties and discouragements “which they | testimony of Truth, and the former advices of 
meet with in this life. | this meeting.” 


*“ And dear Friends, whatever distinction is | (To be continued.) 


J. Whitehead’s Testimony. 


(Continued from page 68.) 


mily, and equally with us susceptible of the 


The moral character which a strict walking 
|in the Truth always gives, was conspicuously 
| exhibited in the lives and transactions of the 
| primitive Friends. ‘They purchased for their 
successors in profession a high name fer pro- 
bity, for truth, and for purity of life, which 
every member foe his own sake, and for the 
| Christian reputation of the Society is solemn- 


justice and equity.” 

A very few lines received from North Caro. | 
lina Yearly Meeting, mentions that the meeting | 
had “ been pretty large, and in some degree | 
influenced by that uniting Spirit which makes | 
|perfect ;” it concludes:—* It rests on the | 
minds of a remnant to put in practice and | 
maintain our Christian discipline.” The reply, | 





in divers places, are under a holy visitation, 
and learning to take the cross of Christ upon 
them.” 


The epistle from Rhode Island notes that the |‘ As in your epistle, you express your being 


testimony against slavery gains ground, and| 
expresses a hearty desire for its increase. An- 
thony Benezet penned the answer. 

“ With respect to keeping slaves, it is highly 
necessary that those who are concerned there- 
in sink low in their minds, lest they smother 
conviction, and bring pain of heart to them- 
selves,—a burden on their offspring,—wound | 
Truth’s cause, greatly afflict their brethren, | 
and by their example be an occasion of stumb- 
ling.” 

In the epistle to Long Island it is said, “a 
tender Christian concern increases, in respect 
to the poor enslaved Africans, whose long ne- 


glected, and deeply-injured case, we again ten- 


|ly bound to maintain. But it is only as we 
| walk by the same spiritual rule, and mind the 
| same heavenly things, that the true Christian 
| standard can be fully sustained. 


after noting that a remnant were concerned to| 
walk humbly before the Lord for his renewe 
mercies, and to be fruitful to his praise, adds, | 


| favoured with a Divine influence, we fervently “ Touching their manner of life, though it be 
| desire there may be a uniting in a joint travail | well-known to many, and needs not my re- 
to dwell deeply sensible of the obligations we | | commendation ; yet, for a testimony against 
are under to the Father of all our mercies, who | wickedness in ages to come, let it stand | upon 
\is looking for fruits from a people so favoured ;| record, that, as God is most just, merciful, 

—fruits of purity and love, by which he is glo- | | righteous and equal in all his ways, so they 
rified, and which ought to be brought forth and | whom he hath created anew, naturally desire 
practised through every part of our conduct, | to be like him, bearing the image of the 
and continue through the whole course of our| heavenly. They make ‘justice, right reason, 
lives ; that no spot or defilement be upon us,|and equity, with the royal law which they 
nor any breach found of the new command-| have received in spirit, and is engraven on the 
| ment of loving one another. Love being the | table of their hearts, which saith, * Whatsoever 
| fulfilling of the divine law, teaches to be kind} ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
to strangers, yea to enemies. Ina word, to do| even so to them,’ the rule of their walking to- 
unto all men, as we would they should do unto} ward all men; sothat their dealingsare just, their 





derly recommend to your serious attention. |us. Dear Friends ! being sensible of this, we | behaviour good, and their conversation honest, 


Dear Friends! let us always bear in mind, the | cannot well forbear entreating that the case of| 


great end of our being, and carefully and indi-| the poor negroes in bondage among you, may 
vidually press after a holy life; keeping under| engage your deep attention and concern, that 
a lively remembrance, that ‘ without holiness, | in a day “of righteous retribution, none may be 
no man shall see the Lord.’ There are a num-| found deficient in the duty they owe for these 
ber amongst us concerned, that parents and | our oppressed fellow-creatures,” 

heads of families, strictly guard against every| Of this Yearly Meeting, John Churchman 
needless curiosity, and all the self: -pleasing in- | leaves this testimony: “In the Ninth month, | 
ventions of men; that we may prefer a life of | 1767, | attended our Yearly Meeting in Phila- 


their life blameless, their yea, yea; and their 
nay, nay, in all things. They cannot swear 
at all in any case whatsoever, but by a per- 
| petual covenant are bound to speak truth to 
| their neighbour, and keep their word though to 
their hurt: covetousness they deny as idolatry ; ; 
cruelty, oppression and uncleanliness they 
abandon as destructive to the innocent life ; 
but having received forgiveness of their tres- 





self-denial, Christian-suffering and patience, to|delphia, which held a week ; all the sittings 


passes, they are ready to forgive them that 


a life of worldly profit, pleasure and ease ; and| whereof both for worship and discipline, were} trespass against them; and ‘do with their 
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hearts love their enemies, and are ready to| WORDS. 

spend and be spent for the good of their souls. There are many who are really attached to 
And being sensible that the earth is the Lord’s religion and who sometimes feel its power, but 
and the fulness there of, and that they are but| who allow their better feelings to evaporate in 
stewards of the portion he hath given them yet/an ebullition of words. ‘They forget how 
do they not use things superfluous, which are | much religion is an affair of the mind and how 
destructive to the creation, and hurtful to their | little of the tongue: they forget how possible 
neighbours; but in apparel are modest, in jt js to live under its power without talking of 
meats and drinks temperate, that they may | jt to their friends: and some it is to be feared 
have wherewith to give a portion to the afflict-| may forget how possible it is to talk without 
ed, feed the hungry and cover the naked with | feeling its influence. Not that a good man’s 
a garment; accounting that religion pure,| piety is to live in his breast like an anchorite 
which brings to visit the fatherless and widows in his cell. ‘The evil does not consist in 
in their affliction, that keeps unspotted of the | speaking of religion, but in speaking too much : 
world, and bridles the tongue, Lest with that| not in manifesting our allegiance to God ; not 
they should offend, they set a watch before the | in encouraging by exhortation, and amending 
door of their lips, that no evil communication | by our advice; not in placing the light upon 
should proceed out of their mouths. UnWhole-| the candlestick,—but in making religion a 
some words they are not free to use, nor to) common topic of discourse. Of all species of 
men will they give flattering titles, because the | well intended religious conversation, that per- 
fear of God is in them; neither can they bow) haps is the most exceptionable which consists 
to the spirit of pride in men, nor stand un- | jn narrating our own religious feelings. Many 
covered before them, as they do when they | thus intrude upon that religious quietude which 
approach unto God in prayer, because his/js peculiarly tavourable to the Christian cha- 
honour ought not to be given unto another.|racter. ‘The habit of communicating “ expe- 
The customs of the world which are foolish | riences” | believe to be prejudicial to the mind. 
and vain, wherein there is no true service to| [t may sometimes be right to do this; but in 
God nor man, they cannot countenance ; nor | the great majority of instances [ believe it is 
uphold their invented worships by a conformi-| not beneficial and not right. We thus dissi- 
ty thereto. Neither dare they pay tithes to) pate religious impressions, and therefore di- 
that priesthood or ministry, which having} minish their effects, Such observations as | 
hearts exercised with covetous practices, un-| have been enabled to make, has sufficed to 
duly claims them of Christians, knowing that| convince me that when the religious character 
Christ is come in the flesh, and hath changed | js solid, there is but little religious talk; and 
the priesthood that took tithes; and of neces-|ihat where there is much talk the religi- 
sity the law that gave them also; since which| ous character is superficial, and like other} 
the forcing them from people is an unchristian superficial things, is easily destroyed. How} 
oppression that they cannot in any wise up- dangerous must that conversation be, which | 
hold. In a word,—every appearance of evil|/exposes those impressions that perhaps were | 
they seek to shun, and from all iniquity to de- | designed exclusively for ourselves, and the use 
part; though for so doing they are made aj of which may be frustrated by communicating 


prey, a scorn, a reproach, and the objects of|them to others. Our solicitude should be di- 
men’s fury ; by whom they have suffered, some 
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of water still in it—emblems of her errand. 
We buried her, and while we were digging her 
grave, cannon-balls flew around us like hail.’ 





For ‘* The Friend.” 
MY SISTER’S CHILD. 


I know not what to do with thee—I give thee to the 
Lord— 

Thy fragile form and feeble wail have touched a tender 
chord ; 

I thought my heart of hearts was full before God sent 
thee here— 

My sister’s child! I did not dream that thou couldst 
be so dear. 


We ask not beauty, wealth, or fame, for thee, nor length 
of days, 

We ask a wise and dove-like heart ‘thy Maker’s name 
to praise : 

We know that thy Redeemer lives—we know that for 
His sake 

We dare approach the mercy-seat this prayer for thee 
to make. 


Will He not call His cherub back ere sin its bright. 
ness dim? 

That tiny finger seems to point the way from earth to 
Him— 

It has a giant grasp on us but we would kiss the rod, 

Though tears should mingle with our smiles, and give 
thee back to God, 


My sister’s child! I did not dream that thou couldst 
be so dear— 

I thought my heart of hearts was full before God sent 
thee here— 

Thy fragile form and feeble wail have touched a tender 


chord— 
I know not what to do with thee—I give thee to the 
Lord. E. 





In Providence, R. |., October 28, died Rosan- 
na Smith, (coloured.) She was born in the 
State of Maryland, in the year 1738, and was 
consequently at the time of her death one hun- 
dred and eight years old. She married early 
in life, and was the mother of nine children, 
five sons and four daughters, all of whom are 
now dead, with the exception of the youngest 


death, some long imprisonments and grievous 
tortures; others beatings, whippings, stock- 
ings, buffetings, stonings, with the spoiling of 


rected to the invigoration of the religious cha-| son, Levin Smith, of this city, recently pastor 
| racter in our own minds; and we should be | of Zion’s Church, (Methodist,) who is now 64 
| anxious that the plant of piety, if it have fewer| years of age. ‘The oldest son, if now living, 


their goods, to the outward ruin of themselves, 


and distress of many of their familes. Not-| The Horrors of War.—The following inci- 
withstanding that dearness of affection that is| dent is given in a letter, dated Monterey, Octo- | 
in husband to wife, parents to children, and | ber 7th, addressed to the Louisville Courier:—| 
children to parents, yetare they willing to give; « While I was stationed with our left wing| 
up all, that they may follow the leadings of the! in one of the forts, on the evening of the 21st, | 
life of Christ Jesus their Lord, who hath|[ saw a Mexican woman busily engaged in| 
watched over them to deliver them out of! carrying bread and water to the wounded men 
temptations, and preserve them through all |of both armies. I saw this ministering angel | 
their sufferings untothisday. All these things | raise the head of a wounded man, give him| 
they do in the integrity and simplicity of their | water and food, and then carefully bind up his | 
hearts towards God, not thinking thereby to} ghastly wound with a handkerchief she took | 
merit life, or engage his love and favour by| from her own head. After having exhausted | 
what they can do; but being beloved of the) her supplies, she went back to her house to get | 
Father, and having received Life freely, by it} more bread and water for others. As she was | 
they are bound faithfully to serve him ; be-| returning on her mission of mercy, to comfort | 
lieving that in the resurrection, both just and | other wounded persons, | heard the report of a) 
unjust shall give an account to him, who hath gun, and saw the poor innocent creature fall 
searched and known them, and written their|/dead! I think it was an accidental shot that | 
ways in a book, which shall be opened in the | struck her. I would not be willing to believe | 
day of righteous recompense, when both the| otherwise. It made me sick at heart, and turn- 








righteous and the wicked shall be rewarded | jing from the scene, I involuntarily raised my | 
according to the deeds done in the body, whe- eyes towards heaven, and thought, and is this | 
|war? Passing the spot the next day, I saw| 
her body still lying there, with the bread by 
her side, and the broken gourd with a few drops 


ther they be good or evil.” 
(To be continued.) 
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branches might have a deeper root.— Dymond. | would be over 90. Rosanna Smith uniformly 
enjoyed an uncommon degree of health, and 
retained in a remarkable manner the powers of 
her mind toa very late period. She conver- 
sed freely and intelligibly, a few days previous 
to her death, on the causes and circumstances 
of the revolution and incidents of her early life. 
She never made use of glasses to assist her 


sight, at the time of her death could readily read 


the finest print or distinguish minute objects. 
Curiositis.—We recently had an opportuni- 
ty of reading a MS. letter written by Wm. Penn 
in Philadelphia, the 30th of July, 1680. It is 
in excellent preservation, the style of Penman- 
ship is bold and easy, and the tone Christian, 
benevolent, and cheerful in an eminent degree. 
We annex a passage, which will afford the 
reader some idea of our city in the olden time: 
“1 have laid out a town a mile long and 
two deep, on each side of which is a navigable 
river, the least of which is as broad as the 
Thames at Woolwich. We have eighty 
houses in our town, and about three hundred 
farms near it, to supply us with provisions.” 
What a change has taken plaee in our cit 
since the above was written !— Phila. In. 























